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LATE  NEWS 


Cotton  support  prices  offered  "by  the  Egyptian  Government  for 
the  ]_9l+7~4g  crop  are  the  same  as  those  offered  last  year*  according 
to  a  notice  released  about  August  2. 


Argentina' s  13h6~h~f  sugarcane  crop  is  estimated  at  7*^52,800 
tons,  which  is  7-3  Per  cent  below  the  previous  years  but  well 
above  the  five-year  average.    The  trade  still  expects  sugar 
production  of  about  600  3000  tons. 


The  recently  reported  improvement  in  Cuba's  beef  supply  is 
believed  due  to  the  seasonal  peak  of  cattle  weights*  rather  than 
to  the  increase  in  ceiling  price-    A  recurrence  of  the  Cuban  beef 
crisis  appears  very  likely  next  winter- 

Argentine  stocks  of  cattle  hides  on  August  1  are  estimated 
at  nearly  2.5  million  hides*  compared  with  1  million  on  January  1* 
19^7  •    Production  for  the  first  seven  months  of  19^7  is  placed  at 
U.7  million.     Disappearance  during  the  same  period  is  reported  at 
2-1  million  exported*  and  1^1  for  domestic  consumption.     The  latter 
has  declined*  owing  to  a  sharp  drop  in  the  foreign  demand  for 
leather. 


Poultry  prices  in  Canadian  markets  have  dropped  sharply* 
following  the  British  Government's  decision  to  suspend  further 
purchases  in  Canada  for  want  of  dollars  just  as  a  contract  to 
supply  12-5  million  pounds  this  year  was  about  to  be  signed. 


Condensed  and  evaporated  milk  are  no  longer  under  ration 
control  in  Belgium.    A  maximum  retail  price  of  l6  cents  a  can 
for  evaporated  milk  in  cans  of  1^,  1^  l/2  and  15  ounces  has  just 
been  established- 
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World  production  of  leaf  to"bacco  for  the  crop  year  July  19^7  to 
June  19^8,  inclusive,  is  forecast  at  6,78^  million  pounds,  about  5  per- 
cent below  the  revised  estimate  of  7,122  million  pounds  for  the  year 
beginning  July  19^6.    The  19^-7  forecast  represents  an  increase  of  28 
percent  over  the  19k0-kk  average  world  production,  and  is  slightly  larger 
than  the  1935-39  average. 

Unsettled  conditions,  emphasis  on  food  production,  and  fertilizer 
shortages  probably  will  restrict  tobacco  production  this  year  in  many 
important  tobacco-growing  countries  in  Europe  and  Asia.    In  most  coun- 
tries of  North  and  South  America,  and  in  Africa,  however,  tobacco 
production  will  show  substantial  increases  over  prewar.    This  applies 
particularly  to  the  important  tobacco -exporting  countries  of  this  hemis- 
phere, which  enjoyed  one  of  their  most  prosperous  years  in  19h6,  In 
some  cases,  smaller  crops  than  in  19^6  are  anticipated,  in  part  because 
of  large  carryovers  and  in  part  because  of  indications  that  foreign  ex- 
change shortages  may  retard  tobacco  exports. 

North  America;    The  first  official  estimate  places  Canada's  19^7 
tobacco  plantings  at  131,000  acres.    With  favorable  yields,  this  area 
should  produce  about  150  million  pounds  of  leaf.    In  19^6,  Canada  had 
a  record  tobacco  crop  of  about  lhl  million  pounds,  harvested  from 
110,000  acres.    The  increased  acreage  this  year  is  intended  primarily 
to  provide  for  the  current  high  domestic  consumption  and  for  larger 
export  supplies,    Canadian  flue-cured  tobacco  production  this  year  may 
total  125  million  pounds. 

The  Mexican  crop  for  the  year  beginning  July  19J+7  is  forecast 
at  48  million  pounds,  or  approximately  the  same  as  last  year's,  High 
prices  to  growers  have  caused  buyers  to  contract  for  somewhat  smaller 
amounts  of  leaf  especially  since  there  is  some  belief  that  consumption 
of  products  may  not  continue  the  upward  trend  of  recent  years,  Mexico 
does  not  produce  any  significant  amount  of  tobacco  for  export. 

For  the  United  States,  a  somewhat  lower  production  in  19^7  is 
indicated  by  the  first  official  crop  estimate.    A  crop  of  2,101 
million  pounds  is  expected  this  year,  compared  with  the  record  2,312 
million  in  19^6.    If  realized,  the  I9V7  crop  would  be  kO  percent 
larger  than  average  production  of  1,^99  million  during  the  period 
1935-39.    The  19^7  crop  of  flue-cured  is  placed  at  1,278  million  pounds, 
compared  with  1,352  million  in  1946,  a  decline  of  5  percent,,  Fire- 
cured  production  is  estimated  at  97  million,  against  109  million  last 
year.    The  19^7  outturn  of  Burley  is  expected  to  be  501  million  pounds, 
compared  with  the  I9U6  crop  of  6lk  million. 

Cuba  may  have  a  reduced  tobacco  crop  for  the  year  beginning 
July  I9V7.    Difficulties  have  been  encountered  in  the  disposition 

1/    Reprints  are  available  upon  request  to  the  Office  of  Foreign 
Agri  cultural  Relations . 
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of  the  past  two  crops,  and  some  reduction  in  19^7  fall  plantings  is  indi- 
cated.   The  forecast  of  55  million  pounds,  however,  is  above  the  53  mil- 
lion-pound average  for  the  seasons  1940-44.    For  the  Dominican  Republic, 
a  crop  of  30  million  pounds  is  forecast  for  1947.    Higher  prices  and 
shortage  of  dollars  may  reduce  purchases  "by  European  countries .  In 
Puerto  Rico,  the  1947  crop  is  forecast  at  about  23  million  pounds,  approx 
mately  the  same  as  the  crop  recently  harvested, 

North  American  tobacco  production  for  1947  is  forecast  at  2,4l8  mil- 
lion pounds,  8  percent  below  1946,  but  45  percent  above  the  prewar 
(1935-39)  average. 

Europe :    The  1947  tobacco  crops  in  European  countries  are  expected 
to  show  wide  variations  from  those  of  last  season.    Numerous  factors  -- 
emphasis  on  food  production,  weather  conditions,  and  fertilizer  shortages 
may  hamper  production  in  several  countries.    In  certain  countries,  such 
as  France  and  Bulgaria,  1946  crops  were  extremely  large,  and  this  year's 
production  should  show  a  considerable  decline.    Greece's  1947  crop  may  be 
slightly  less  than  the  1946  crop  of  6l  million  pounds.    Italy  expects 
another  bumper  crop  in  1947  •    Hungary  has  planned  production  about  equal 
to  prewar,  and  much  larger  than  in  1946.    The  less -important  producing 
countries.  --  Belgium,  Spain,  Sweden  and  Switzerland  --  probably  will 
have  harvests  near  the  prewar  levels. 

Europe's  total  production  (excluding  the  Soviet  Union)  is  placed 
at  515  million  pounds,  about  24  percent  below  the  prewar  (1935-39) 
average  and  less  than  the  estimated  1946  harvest  of  5^5  million.  Europe 
should  continue  as  the  chief  importer  of  Western  Hemisphere  tobacco, 
although  shortage  of  exchange  will  limit  the  trade  this  year. 

U.S  .S  ,R> ;    Before  the  -war  the  Soviet  Union  produced  something  more 
than  500  million  pounds  of  tobacco.    No  official  statistics  have  been 
published  for  recent  years,  but  production  in  1946  and  1947  was  probably 
20  percent  or  more  below  prewar. 

Asia:    For  several  countries  in  Asia,  1947  crops  will  be  below  the 
prewar  level,  but  sharply  above  wartime  production.    This  applies  to 
Japan,  Korea,  and  Burma.    Prospects  in  the  Netherlands  Indies  are  ob- 
scured by  the  unsettled  situation,  and  no  forecast  for  these  Islands 
could  b/e  prepared, 

China  may  have  another  large  crop,  although  less  than  the  revised 
figure  of  1,364  million  pounds  in  1946.    The  19*1-7  flue-cured  crop  in 
China  is  placed  at  125  million  pounds,  compared  with  100  million  last 
year.    Export  demand  for  Philippine  leaf  has  been  light  since  the  war's 
end,  arjd  this  year's  plantings  probably  will  remain  well  below  prewar. 
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Last  year,  Turkey's  tobacco  crop  was  well  over  200  million  pounds 
a  record  production       and  the  government  planned  to  reduce  acreages 
for  19^7.    Accordingly,  the  forecast  production  has  been  set  at  1^0 
million  pounds,  or  slightly  above  prewar.    Syria  and  Lebanon,  Iraq., 
and  Iran  should  have  crops  somewhat  under  19k6  harvests. 

Siam  and  Indo-China  may  have  smaller  tobacco  crops  this  year. 
Palestine's  should  about  equal  the  19^6  harvest.    Several  producing 
countries  in  Asia  are  not  listed  in  the  table,  but  allowances  for 
their  production  have  been  made  in  the  continental  subtotal.  These 
include  Manchuria  and  Ceylon,  for  which  no  reliable  current  in- 
formation is  available. 

The  total  19^7  tobacco  production  for  As in  is  forecast  at  2,914 
million  pounds,  about  10  percent  below  the  prewar  (1935-39)  average 
and  slightly  lower  than  in  19*1-6. 

South  America:    Argentina's  19^7  crop  (spring  harvest  of  19^8) 
may  be  about  the  same  as  in  19^6.    In  Brazil,  a  much  larger  production 
is  forecast  (230  million  pounds)  than  the  estimated  19^6  crop  of 
180  million.    Unfavorable  weather  conditions,  particularly  in  Rio 
Grande  do  Sul,  sharply  reduced  19^6  tobacco  production.  Foreign 
purchases  of  leaf  in  Brazil,  however,  during  the  calendar  year  19^6 
were  at  an  all-time  peak,  and  domestic  consumption  has  shown  steady 
increases.    This  continued  heavy  demand  should  induce  growers  to 
plant  larger  acreages  in  the  late  months  of  19^7,  for  harvest  next 
spring.    The  forecast  of  230  million  pounds  is  Ik  percent  greater 
than  Brazil's  prewar  (1935-39)  average  crop. 

Crops  in  Chile,  Colombia  and  Uruguay  in  19^7  should  approximate 
those  of  the  previous  year.    Of  these  three  countries,  Colombia  is 
the  only  exporter  of  leaf  tobacco,  and  probably  will  grow  sufficient 
leaf  to  permit  a  resumption  of  her  prewar  export  trade.    In  Paraguay, 
unsettled  conditions  point  to  a  reduced  acreage  for  the  19^7  crop. 

In  all  South  America,  including  allowances  for  countries  not 
listed  in  the  table,  production  for  the  year  beginning  July  19^7 , 
may  reach  3&0  million  pounds,  l6  percent  above  prewar. 

Africa;    For  the  principal  tobacco -producing  countries  of 
Africa,  plantings  in  the  fall  of  19^7  probably  will  be  considerably 
larger  than  prewar  acreages.    Heavy  demand  from  British  Empire 
countries,  particularly  the  United  Kingdom,  will  encourage  growers 
in  Southern  Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland  to  plant  more  tobacco.  For 

(Continued  on  Page    88  ) 
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COMMODITY  DEVELOPMENTS 


FRUITS ,  NUTS  AND  VEGETABLES 

CUBAN  FRUIT  EXPORTS  TO  UNITED 
STATES  BELOW  LAST  SEASON 

Cuba  exported  about  kj .7  million  pounds  of  fresh  fruit  to.  the  United 
States  during  the  6-month  period,  January  to  June,  19*+ 7,  as  compared  with 
87.9  million  pounds  during  the  first  half  of  19*+6  and  86.7  million  as  an 
average  for  the  comparable  periods  during  the  3  years,  1939-*+!.  Pineapple 
shipments,  accounting  for  U6.5  million  pounds  of  this  year's  total,  were 
kS  percent  less  than  the  January  to  June  total  in  19*+6. 

This  season,  shipments  to  the  United  States  of  plantains  have  totaled 
U89>000  pounds,  of  papayas  305^000  pounds,  and  of  avocados  22^,000  pounds. 
About  hO  percent  of  the  avocados  moved  by  air.    Avocado  shipments  to  United 
States  markets  are  expected  to  total  about  9  million  pounds  for  the  season 
which  will  end  about  September  30. 

Shipment  of  early  grapefruit  to  the  United  States  is  expected  to  be- 
gin about  August  15  and  continue  through  September.    The  crop  on  the  Isle 
of  Pines,  where  the  export  fruit  is  produced,  is  reported  to  be  good  and 
shipments  are  expected  to  total  between  70,000  and  100,000 .boxes. 

CUBAN  VEGETABLE  EXPORTS  TO 
UNITED  STATES  SHOW  DECLINE 

Exports  of  fresh  vegetables  from  Cuba  to  United  States  markets  for 
the  past  season,  November  19*+ 6  through  June  19*+7,  totaled  36. 1  million 
pounds,  9  percent  below  the  19*+5-*+6  season  total  and  57  percent  less 
than  the  3-year  (I939!+l)  average.    Tomatoes,  which  accounted  for  73 
percent  of  the  I9U6-H7  shipments,  were  23  percent  less  than  in  19*+5-*+6 
and  55  percent  less  than  the  average  of  58.7  million  pounds  of  tomatoes 
exported  to  the  United  States  during  the  3  years  1939-*+l. 

Shipments  to  the  United  States  of  other  vegetables  during  the  past 
season  were  as  follows:     Cucumbers  3,185,000  pounds,  frozen  lima' beans 
2,l6U,000,  eggplant  1,632,000,  peppers  1,582,000  and  okra  537,000  pounds. 

CANADIAN  PACKS  OF  FRUITS  AND 
VEGETABLES  ABOVE  I9U5  LEVEL 

The  total  quantity  of  fruits  and  vegetables  canned  in  Canadian  com- 
mercial plants  in  I9U6  was  the  largest  on  record.    The  pack  of  peaches 
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from  last  year's  crop  was  l,06l,07^  cases  compared  with  l+81+,750-  cases 
in  19^5.    Packs  of  other  fruits,  with  the  I9I+5  figures  in  brackets, 
were:    apples,  Ul+3,526  (203,131);  apple  juice,  632, U88  (15^,107);  apple 
pie  filling,  271,216;  apricots,  10^,3^7  (32,137);  blueberries,  12,129 
(3,7^8);  cherries,  163,225  (1+3, 52*0;  pears,  1+08,031  (286,397);  plums, 
688,088  (350, IU5);  raspberries,  18,969  (19,201);  strawberries,  8,0^0 
(62);  all, other  fruits  175,795  (107,788). 

In  the  pack  of  vegetables,  the  biggest  increase  was  in  tomato 
juice  and  peas.    The  I9U6  pack  of  the  former  was  k, 262, 175  cases  com- 
pared with  2,1+13,1+07  in  19^5  and  in  peas  the  comparative  figures  are 
^,081,380  and  2,971,528.    The  pack  of  corn  was  1,772,872  cases  as  / 
against  1,1+23,617  cases  in  the  previous  year.    There  was  an  increase 
of  more  than  300  percent  in  the  pack  of  tomato  paste  and  pulp  and  with 
the  exception  of  carrots,  which  at  276,090  cases  in  I9I+6  was  approxi- 
mately half  the  19^5  pack,  there  were  substantial  increases  in  all  the 
other  vegetables. 

Jams,  jellies,  marmalades,  and  frozen  fruits  packed  in  19*+6  were 
well  above  the  quantity  processed  in  I9I+5.    A  total  of  2,132,675  cases 
of  fruits  and  Vegetables  was  exported  from  the  I9I+6  pack,  325,5^3  cases 
more  than  from  the  I9I+5  pack.    Aggregate  value  of  the  I9I+6  commercial 
pack  of  the  products  under  review  is  placed  at  well  over  $100,000,000. 

(Continued  on  page  89) 

TROPICAL  PRODUCTS 

COLOMBIA'S  COFFEE 
EXPORTS  DROP 

Coffee  exports  from  Colombia  during  the  first  five  months  of  I9I+7 
totaled  2,129,000  bags  (132  pounds  each)  compared  with  2,21*+.,  000  bag3 
for  the  same  period  last  year  and  2,228,000  bags  in  191+5.    Exports  dur- 
ing June  I9I+7  have  been  estimated  at  200,000  bags  or  about  one-half  the 
usual  June  export.    Port  stocks  on  June  28  were  placed  at  1+76,000  bags. 

The  National  Coffee  Federation  bought  appreciable  quantities  of 
coffoe  during  May  at  U.  S.  $39-1+0  per  70-kilo  bag.    Federation  purchases 
are  stored  in  "pergamino"  (unmilled)  awaiting  higher  prices  abroad.  The 
Colombian  Office  of  Exchange  Control,  Imports  and  Exports  is  continuing 
its  policy  of  not  registering  sales  of  coffee  abroad  at  prices  les3 
than  U,  S.  $36.70  per  70-kilo  bag  (23.78  cents  per  pound). 

ECUADOR'S  I9I+7  CACAO 
CROP  ABOVE  LAST  YEAR 

Deliveries  of  cacao  beans  to  Guayaquil  during  the  first  six  months 
of  19^7  amounted  to  21.1  million  pounds  compared  with  16.6  million  pounds 
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last  year.    On  the  basis  of  the  cacao  delivered  to  date,  it  is  estimated 
that  the  total  1947  crop  will  be  larger  than  last  year's  crop  of  30,7 
million  pounds  and  the  average  1940-44  production  of  33  million  pounds. 
Some  unofficial  estimates  place  the  present  crop  as  high  as  40  million 
pounds. 

During  the  first  five  months  of  1947,  Ecuador  exported  22,1  million 
pounds  of  cacao  beans  of  which  67  percent  were  destined  to  the  United 
States,  21  percent  to  Europe,  11  percent  to  other  Western  Hemisphere 
countries  and  1  percent  to  Palestine  and  Australia,    ITearly  all  the 
cacao  is  shipped  from  Guayaquil, 

ECUADOR'S  1947  COFFEE 
CROP  LARGER 

Ecuador's  1947  coffee  crop,  harvested  from  July  to  December,  is 
estimated  at  230,000  bags  (132  pounds  each),  which  is  substantially 
higher  than  last  year's  production  of  about  169,000  bags.    The  trees  now 
are  recovering  from  the  severe  drought  of  1945  which  adversely  affected 
crops  for  the  past  two  years.    Coffee  exports  for  the  first  five  months 
of  1947  amounted  to  only  24,433  bags,  all  from  last  year's  crop*  Cuba 
and  the  United  States  were  the  principal  customers, 

GRAI1TS ,  GRAIN  PRODUCTS  AUD  PEEPS 

MEXICAN  WHEAT 
PROSPECTS  FAVORABLE 

The  outlook  for  small-grain  crops  in  Mexico  is  generally  favorable, 
and  the  wheat  crop,  as  forecast  at  15.6  million  bushels,  is  about  25 
percent  above  the  1946  production. 

Wheat  and  flour  were  reported  to  be  extremely  scarce  toward  the  end 
of  the  crop  season,  but  the  shortage  was  less  critical  than  in  July,  1946, 
when  a  large  number  of  the  Country's  mills  and  bakeries  were  closed 
because  of  the  lack  of  wheat.    Marketings  of  early  harvested  wheat  have 
exceeded  marketings  in  June  and  July  1945,  and  supplies  during  the 
current  shortage  have  been  better  distributed,  according  to  reports. 

The  forecast  of  15.6  million  bushels  for  wheat  compares  with  the 
1946  estimate  of  12.7  million  and  the  1941-45  average  of  14,4  million 
bushels.     Supplies  for  the  past  2  seasons  have  been  below  the  effective 
demand.    While  some  decline  in  demand  is  expected  during  1947-48, 
consumption  levels  irill  still  be  high  and  substantial  imports  will  again 
be  required.     Grain  crop  condition  improved  generally  in  June,  though 
deterioration  from  drought  was  reported  in  the  extreme  northwest  and 
parts  of  the  north  and  northeastern  districts. 
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Favorable  weather  was  reported  in  the  principal  corn  areas,  until 
July  when  drought  in  some  important  producing  regions  caused  sharp 
deterioration  in  prospects,     The  present  outlook  is  for  a  crop  some- 
what smaller  than  the  near-record  1946  harvest,  with  substantial  corn 
imports  needed  in  1948, 

(Continued  on  Page  8?) 
SUGAR 

CUBAN  SUGAR  PRODUCTION 
SETS  NSW  HIGH  RECORD 

Cuba  is  just  finishing  the  harvest  of  the  largest  sugar  crop  on 
record.    With  two  mills  still  grinding,  the  total  output  of  sugar  for  the 
1946-47  campaign  is  estimated  at  6,450,000  short  tons  (raw  value)  or 
about  10  percent  more  than  the  previous  record  crops  of  1925  and  1929, 
and  44  percent  more  than  the  1946  crop. 

This  large  crop  was  produced  from  a  total  of  2,730,000  acres  (cut), 
an  8  percent  increase  over  the  previous  year.    Excellent  weather 
contributed  to  a  high  yield  of  cane  which  averaged  19,1  tons  per  acre, 
compared  with  14,65  tons  in  1946  and  a  1936-45 -average  of  16.9  tons. 

The  production  of  blackstrap  molasses,  a  byproduct  of  sugar  pro- 
duction, is  expected  to  total  300  million  gallons,  compared  with  233 
million  in  1946. 

With  a  large  portion  of  the  output  of  both  sugar  and  molasses  sold 
under  contract  to  the  United  States,  the  return  expected  is  700  million 
dollars,  or  60  percent  more  than  in  1946. 

For  1948  the  outlook  is  for  about  the  sane  acreage  available  for 
harvest  as  was  cut  in  1947,  which,  with  favorable  weather,  will  make 
a  sugar  crop  of  about  5.7  to  6  r  ,111  on  short  tons. 

LIVESTOCK  AND  ANIMAL  PRODUCTS 

CONTROLS  LIFTED  FROM 
ARGENTINE  CHEESE  EXPORTS 

The  Argentine  Trade  Promotion  Institute,  under  decree  dated  July  13, 
withdrew  from  control  over  exports  of  cheese.  The  five  percent  commission 
remittance  to  the  Institute  on  f.o.b.  value  of  all  exports  of  cheese 
was  also  eliminated.    The  Institute  had  been  unable  to  sell  cheese  abroad 
at  its  previous  high  asking  prices.    Considerable  quantities  of  over 
age  cheese  held  by  the  Institute  are  expected  to  be  delivered  into  the 
Argentine  domestic  market  at  a  discount.     With  export  restrictions 
removed,  exporters  are  expected  to  offer  Sbrinz,  Sardo  and  Romano 


81 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


Vol.  55,  No.  6 


types  to  buyers  at  about  35  cents  per  pound  f  .o.b.  Buenos  Aires. 


GERMAN  HOG  NUMBERS 
CONTINUE  UPWARD  TREND 

The  1947  June  hog  census  in  the  United  States  Zone  of  Germany 
indicates  a  continued  upward  trend  in  hog  numbers.    The  total  reported 
for  June,  however,  is  slightly  over  4  percent  larger  than  a  year  ago. 
Bred  sows,  on  the  other  hand,  showed  an  increase  of  almost  25  percent 
over  June  of  1946,  indicating  the  possibility  of  a  substantial  increase 
in  the  fall  pig  crop. 

These  returns  still  emphasize  the  urgency  of  more  vigorous 
implementation  of  the  present  livestock  adjustment  program.    The  adjust- 
ment of  livestock  numbers  to  planned  feed  supplies  is  one  of  the  problems 
facing  the  Military  Government  and  the  German  authorities  in  the  present 
critical  food  situation.    An  increase  in  the  hog  population  will  make  it 
impossible  to  collect  planned  amounts  of  potatoes  and  grains  for  human 
consumption. 


GERMANY:    Hog  numbers  in  United  States  Zone,  a/ 
March  and  June  1947,  with  comparisons 


Classification 

;                     March  : 

June 

:    193«  • 

1946  : 

1947  : 

1938  : 

1946  : 

1947 

:  Thousands 

: Thousands 

: Thousands 

: Thousands 

: Thousands 

: Thousands 

Pigs  under  6  Mos . i 

i  2,430 

!    1,186  : 

:  1,479 

;  2,400 

:  1,335 

1  1,489 

Sows ;  : 

Bred  j 

146  , 

:       162  : 

194 

169 

:  182 

:  227 

Non-bred  : 

102  ; 

106  - 

143 

;  102 

:       135  ! 

:  134 

Total  i 

248  • 

;       268  : 

337  : 

271  : 

317  . 

:  361 

Slaughter  hogs,  : 

! 

6  months  and  over:      "Jok  : 

;       326  : 

230  : 

791  : 

393  : 

1  284 

Boars  : 

11  : 

17  ! 

16  ' 

11  : 

22 

18 

Total  : 

3,^53  : 

1,797  : 

2,062  : 

3,473  : 

2,067  : 

2,152 

a/   Excluding  Land  Bremen. 


Compiled  from  official  sources. 


URUGUAYAN  WOOL  MARKET  IMPROVES 
SLIGHTLY  -  EXPORTS  SMALLER 

Wool  sales  in  July  showed  an  improvement  over  June  according  to 
cabled  advices.    The  scarcer  finer  qualities 'were  in  demand  but  the  market 
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for  inferior  wool  was  very  slow.    Some  prime  supras  are  reported  to 
have  changed  hands  to  United  States  "buyers  at  prices  above  kO  cents  a 
pound  and  fine  crossbred  supras  at  39  cents  a  pound.    These  prices  are 
considerably  above  the  average  at  Montevideo  for  May  which  were  between 
36  and  37  cents  for  supras  and  34  and  35  cents  for  supra  crossbreds. 

Nine  months  (October -June)  exports  of  wool  from  Uruguay  in  the 
1946-47  season  totaled  94  million  pounds  and  were  l6  percent  below  the 
record  9  months  shipments  the  preceding  season  but  3  percent  below  the 
prewar  average.    In  contrast  with  the  prewar  pattern  the  United  States 
was  the  most  important  market  in  1946-47,  taking  42  million  pounds  or 
45  percent  of  the  total.    Shipment  to  the  United  States  were  54  percent 
below  1945-46  but  almost  3  times  the  prewar  average.    The  bulk  or  73 
percent  of  the  wool  shipped  to  the  United  States  in  the  9  months  period 
was  of  the  finer  grades  58's,  6o's,  64'.s,    Only  about  1  percent  was  40's 
and  below. 

Exports  to  Continental  European  countries  increased  materially. 
Shipments  to  the  Netherlands  were  the  largest,  reaching  12  million  pounds 
an  increase  of  164  percent  above  1945-46.    Exports  to  Belgium  were  next 
in  importance  reaching  9  million  pounds  while  those  to  France  were  about  8 
million  pounds. 


URUGUAY:    Wool  exports  first  9  months  of  1946-47  season  with  comparisons. 


Principal  ; 

:                    October  -  June 

Countries-  ; 

:  Average 

1934-35  to 

;       1945 -1+6 

:  1946-47 

1938-39 

Million  pounds 

:  Million  pounds 

Million  pounds 

United  States 

:  12.5 

!  74.4 

:         kl. 7 

Belgium  : 

:  7.7 

:  •  2.3 

:  9.3 

France  : 

6.7 

:  8.3 

Germany  ! 

25.5 

Italy  ! 

11.2 

4.0 

Netherlands  j 

;  3.1 

!  M 

:  11.9 

Poland  ; 

1.8 

:  0 

:  4.6 

Sweden  < 

:  1.8 

1  5.5 

:  4.7 

Switzerland 

:  8.2 

J  3.9 

Other  Continental 

Europe 

:  0.1 

I  6.7 

:  1.9 

Soviet  Union 

!  5.2 

:  2.6 

Total  above  countries          70.4  ; 

111.3  : 

92.9 

GRAND  TOTAL 

96.3 

:         111 .9 

93.7 

Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations.    Compiled  from  official  sources. 
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U.  E.  IMPORTS  OF  DAIRY  PRODUCTS 

The  following  table  gives  the  quantities  and  country  of  origin  of 
dairy  products  imported  "by  the  United  Eingdom.     (See  issue  of  April  28, 
1947  for  annual  figures  for  1938,  1945  and  1946). 


UNITED  EINGDOM: 


Product  and 


Imports  of  manufactured  dairy  products,  first 
6  months  19^7*  with,  comparisons 


First  o  Months  of 


country  of  origin 

:  1938 

19^5 

:  1946   

:  1947  

: 1,000  pounds 

:  1,000  pounds 

:  1,000  pound 8 

: 1,000  pounds 

Butter 

New  Zealand 

:  145,166 

149,464 

:  162,261 

:  169,675 

Denmark 

:  132,1+29 

7,773 

:  39,258 

:  **3,799 

Australia 

:  100,677 

:  73,440 

:  89,811 

:  60,1+65 

Netherlands 

:  39,867 

: 

: 

: 

Eire 

:  18,290 

: 

: 

: 

Sweden 

:  16,8^3 

: 

: 

: 

Argentina 

:  5,033 

:  220 

:  28 

:  2,710 

Canada 

:  1,681 

:  1 

:  3 

: 

Union  of  South  Afr: 

Lea  1,1+17 

:  1 

:  a/ 

:  . 

Other  countries 

:  71,600 

56 

:  7 

;  605 

Total 

:  533,003 

:  230,955 

:  291,368 

I  277,251*  

Cheese 

New  Zealand 

:  91,806 

:  11*3,521+ 

:  123,810 

:  120,962 

Canada 

:  37,953 

:  26,3^8 

:  2l+,l+87 

:  881+ 

Australia 

:  13,288 

;  4,882 

23,518 

:  20,993 

Netherlands 

:  11,339 

1  _ 

; 

Denmark 

1,085 

; 

1,131 

7,964 

France 

61+0 

> 

;  1+1+8 

:  1,677 

United  States  : 

a/ 

39,1*07 

61+,  1+1+5  : 

57,360 

Other  countries 

7>819  : 

3  ' 

1,875  ' 

591 

Total                   • : 

Io3,930  ; 

214,164  : 

239,711+  : 

210,431 

Condensed  milk,  : 
unsweetened  b/  : 

Canada  : 

10,01+0  : 

1  ,  : 

1+,200  : 

3,815 

United  States  : 

1+87  : 

6l,17l*  : 

2,761+  : 

37,955 

Other  countries  : 

7,186  : 

3,770  .  : 

1,691  - 

9,646 

Total  : 

17 , 713  : 

6^79^  : 

 8_,655  : 

.  517^""  

Dried  milk,  : 

unsweetened  c/  ; 

New  Zealand  "  : 

7,1*39  : 

h,562 

4,144  i 

13,247 

United  States  : 

3,109  : 

28,613  : 

27I 718  : 

44,507 

Australia  : 

2,1+37  : 

1,319  : 

1,1+11  : 

3,7^6 

Eire  : 

630  : 

1,226  : 

831  : 

239 

Other  countries  : 

6,288  : 

1+10  : 

100  : 

2^129 

Total  : 

19,903  : 

a/  36,130  : 

34,204  : 

0/  63,56"8 

a7  Less  than  500  pounds.     b7  Imports  of  "both  sweetened  and  unsweetened  con- 
densed milk  were  as  follows:     1938,  91,512,000  pounds;  1945,  70,647,000 
pounds;  1946,  12,760,000  pounds;  1947,  54,271,000  pounds,    c/  Includes  both 
whole  dried  milk  and  skinned  dried  nilk.     d/  Includes  112,000  pounds  of  dried 
butter  milk  and  whey,     e/  Includes  668, 000~pounds  of  dried  butternilk  and 
whey.     Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations.    Taken  fron  Trade  and  Navi- 
gation of  the  United  Eingdon. 
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BELGIAN  CONGO  PALM 
PEOSPECTS  FAVORABLE 

The  Belgian  Congo  expects  a  I9U7  harvest  of  pain  kernels  comparable 
to  the  output  of  alnost  115,000  short  tons  a  year  ago,  and  a  production 
of  110,000  tons  of  pain  oil  compared  with  135,000  in  19^6.    The  19U7 
production  estimate  for  pain  kernel  oil  is  not  yet  available;  however, 
more  than  22,000  tons  were  reported  last  year.    These  arc  the  major 
oleaginous  products  of  the  Belgian  Congo  and  represent  the  third  nost 
inportant  export,  with  a  total  value  of  $11.9  million  in  19U5,  $10.5 
nillion  in  19^6,  and  an  estimate  of  approximately  the  same  for  19^7- 
Moreovor,  a  gradual  increase  in  total  production  and  resulting  exports  is 
anticipated  during  the  next  seven  years. 

Present  contracts  call  for  the  major  portion  of  the  palm  oil  to  be 
furnished  to  Belgium  at  a  price  below  that  of  the  world  market.  Ship- 
ments of  about  30,000  tons  are  destined  for  the  United  States  this  year. 
During  19^6  total  palm  kernel  exports  amounted  to  57,000  tons;  palm  kernel 
oil  10,000;  and  palm  oil,  97,000. 

The  only  other  oil-bearing  crop  of  any  significance  in  the  Belgian 
Congo  is  peanuts,  the  19^-6  output  of  which  is  reported  at  less  than  U,000 
tons.    Products  such  as  tung  oil,  soybeans  and  cottonseed  oil  are  expected 
to  increase  in  production  and  value  in  the  next  ten  years  as  plantations 
are  increased  in  number  and  size  and  processing  plants  are  erected. 


ANGOLA  STIMULATES 
OILSEED  PRODUCTION 

The  Angola  (Portuguese  East  Africa)  Colonial  Government  is  devoting 
particular  attention  to  increasing  the  production  of  oleaginous  seeds, 
both  wild  and  cultivated.    The  social,  political,  and  economic  develop- 
ment of  the  colonists  centers  about  successful  agricultural  production, 
either  by  the  crude  methods  of  the  natives  or  the  scientific  methods  of 
the  European  planters.    Peanuts,  castor-beans,  sesame,  soybeans,  flaxseed, 
palm  oil,  and  coconuts  possess  va3t  future  possibilities  for  the  economic 
life  of  Angola. 

Local  oilseed  production  can  bo  estimated  only  from  exports,  for 
which  current  information  is  not  available.    Especially  favorable 
conditions  for  peanut  production  exist  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
Colony.    Lack  of  transportation  facilities  during  the  war  years 
adversely  affected  the  output  as  collection  of  the  crop  was  impossible 
in  certain  districts'.     Increased  production  is  therefore  contingent  upon 
inproved  methods  of  transportation.    Peanut  exports  have  increased  since 
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the.  end  of  the  war;  19^5  shipments  amounted  to  k^O  tons,  approximately 
half  of  which  went  to  Portugal  and  the  remainder  to  the  Belgian  Congo, 

The  Colonial  Department  of  Agriculture  is  attempting  to  improve  the 
quality  of  sesame  seed  produced,  with  a  view  of  increasing  the  oil  content. 
During  the  past  few  years,  seeds  have  been  obtained  from  India  and  dis- 
tributed to  planters  for  experimental  purposes.    Very  little  sesame  seed 
was  exported  to  foreign  markets  during  the  early  years  of  the  war.  Later, 
however,  Belgium,  the  Belgium  Congo,  Spain,  and  Ireland  purchased  small 
quantities.    Less  than  180  tons  was  shipped  in  19^5  compared  with  the 
\gkO-kk  average  annual  figure  of  almost  1,000. 

The  castor-bean  crop  would  be  greatly  improved  if  smaller  sized 
beans  of  higher  oil -content  could  be  introduced,  and  the  value  of  the 
crop  could  be  enhanced  by  the  establishment  of  standard  grades  for  beans. 
However,  the  natives  are  accustomed  to  receiving  the  same  price  regardless 
of  the  size  of  the  bean  and  display  little  interest  in  new  varieties  which 
would  probably  present  certain  difficulties.    Exports  have  regained  the 
prewar  level  of  from  4,000  to  5,000  tons.    Aside  from  small  quantities 
sent  to  the  Union  of  South  Africa,  Spain  is  the  only  foreign  country 
now  obtaining  castor  beans  from  Angola. 

Aware  of  the  potentialities  for  extending  the  planting  of  coconut 
and  oil  palms,  the  Department  of  Agriculture  has  attempted  to  improve  the 
methods  of  cultivation.    During  recent  years,  however,  lack  of  local 
transportation  has  hindered  production.    Planters  were  able  to  continue 
cultivation  owing  to  the  abnormally  high  prices  offered  for  any  available 
exports.     In  19*4-5,  12,000  tons  of  coconuts  and  8,000  tons  of  palm  oil 
were  exported,  principally  to  Spain,  Switzerland,  and  Sweden.  Authorities 
believe  that  the  export  surplus  could  be  doubled. 

Small  quantities  of  soybeans  and  flaxseed  are  also  produced  in 
Angola,  but  none  has  been  exported  since  1939. 


MOZAMBIQUE  VEGETABLE  OILS 
EASE  PORTUGUESE  SHORTAGE 

Mozambique's  19^7  oilseed  production  is  unofficially  estimated  at 
approximately  152,000  short  tons.    As  is  true  for  earlier  years ,  there 
are  no  official  production  statistics  for  the  current  season.  Acreage 
for  all  oilseeds,  except  cottonseed,  has  increased  substantially  since 
19^3  because  of  high  prices  offered  in  world  markets  and  because  vegetable 
oils  have  been  required  in  Portugal  and  colonies  to  make  up  deficiencies 
in  fats  and  oils.    Areas  previously  planted  to  cotton  have  given  way  to 
such  crops  as  peanuts  and  corn,  since  much  of  this  land  was  unsuited  to 
cotton  and  also  because  of  the  spread  of  plant  disease  and  insect  damage. 

With  the  exception  of  small  shipments  to  Switzerland,  Sweden,  the 
Union  of  South  Africa  and  the  Rhodes ias,  oilseed  and  oil  surpluses, 
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particularly  peanut,  produced  in  1946  and  19^7,  have  "been  reserved  primarily 
for  Portugal  and  colonies.    The  major  oilseed  exports  during  1946  were 
10,000  tons  of  cottonseed,  18,000  tons  of  peanuts,  and  50,000  tons  of 
copra. 

From  38  to  44  thousand  tons  of  cottonseed  are  produced  each  year, 
hut  up  to  the  present,  all  except  11  to  13  thousand  tons  is  burned  for 
fuel.    Restrictions  governing  the  transportation  of  cottonseed,  imposed 
to  prevent  the  spread  of  plant  disease,  are  largely  responsible  for  the 
destruction  of  the  seed.    A  small  quantity  is  pressed  locally,  and  the 
oil  is  sold  to  natives  for  edible  purposes  while  the  cake  finds  a  ready 
sale  to  cattle  ranchers  in  the  colony. 

Approximately  44,000  tons  of  copra  have  been  produced  this  season. 
From  the  1946  output  about  2,200  tons  were  pressed  and  consumed  locally, 
the  oil  in  the  manufacture  of  soap  and  the  cake  as  livestock  feed. 

This  year's  peanut  output  is  estimated  at  24,000  tons.    Last  year 
about  7,700  tons  were  consumed  as  edible  oil  in  Mozambique. 

Competent  authorities  state  that  the  annual  mafurra  seed  crop  is 
about  33,000  tons,  but  of  late  years  only  a  small  proportion  of  seeds 
produced  is  collected  and  marketed.    About  4,000  tons  are  crushed  annually 
and  the  oil  is  consumed  locally  by  soap  factories. 

Only  about  6,000  tons  each  of  sesame  seed  and  castor -beans  and  55 
tons  of  sunflower  seed  were  produced  this  year.    During  1946  between 
3,000  and  4,000  tons  of  sesame  seed  were  crushed  and  the  oil  was  used 
locally  for  edible  purposes. 

The  most  important  oilseed  products  are  bought  at  controlled  prices 
and  sold  principally  in  Portugal  at  fixed  prices.    Since  these  controlled 
prices  afford  little  profit  to  the  producer,  the  local  farmers  have 
very  little  incentive  to  further  expand  acreage.    Moreover,  a  large 
part  of  the  cottonseed  and  mafurra  seed  are  wasted  for  lack  of  a  price 
incentive.  •  ■  • 


Mozambique:  Oilseed  acreage,  production,  consumption,  and  exports, 

1946-47. 


Oilseed 

Area 
Acres 

Production  a/ 
Short  tons 

Consumption  b/ 
Short  tons 

:  Exports  b/ 
:  Short  tons 

Cottonseed 

0/  • 

38,5«0 

0/ 

:  10,430 

Copra  : 

:    111,548  ; 

44,092  : 

:  2,205 

:  50,ol6 

Peanuts  : 

:  5,567 

!         24,250  ; 

:  7,716 

:  17,627 

Mafurra 

:  2,320 

:         33,070  i 

:  3,858 

:  4,859 

Sesame  seed 

:  1,453 

i           6,063  ; 

!  3,300  to  4,400  5,410 

Castor -beans  : 

:  300 

:          5,732  : 

£/ 

:  3,310 

Sunflower  seed 

:  830 

:              55  : 

:            c/  : 

:  53 

American  Consulate,  Lourenco  Marques. 

a/    Unofficial  estimates,    b/    Calendar  year  1946.    c/    Not  reported. 
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COTTON 


COTTON-PRICE 
QUOTATIONS 

The  following  table  shows  certain  cottcn-price  quotations  on  foreign 
markets ,  converted  at  current  rates  of  exchange: 

COTTON:    Spot  prices  of  certain  foreign  growths 
and  qualities  in  specific  markets 


Market  location,  JDate 
kind,  and  quality         *  19^7 


Alexandria 
Ashmouni,  Good 
Ashmouni,  F.G.F 
Giza  7,  Good  . . 
Giza  7,  F.G.F. 


Karnak,  Good 


Karnak,  F.G.I.  . 
Bombay 

Jarila,  Fine  . , . 

Broach,  Fine  . . . 

Sind  American,  Fine 

Punjab    11       289 -F,  Fine 

Kampala,  East  African 
Buenos  Aires 

Type  B  

Lima 

Tanguis,  Type  5  . 

Pima,  Type  1  .... 
Recife 

Mata,  Type  5  .... 

Sertao,  Type  5  . . 
Sao  Paulo 

Sao  Paulo,  Type  5 
Torreon 

Middling,  15/16" 


7-31 


8-2 


8-1 
11 


Unit  of 
weight 


Kantar 


Unit  of 
currency 


:Price  in  Equivalent 
foreign  :U~„S.  cents 
currency  :per  pound 


:  99.05  lbs. 

:  Tallari 

:  44.25 

:  36.88 

*  tttt 

5  42.00 

:  35.01 

•  it 

>•  n 

•  43.50 

:  36,26 

:  1 

■  ft 

'        (net  quoted) 

•  If 

>  it 

•  46,50 

*  38.76 

•              'f  • 

•  it 

:  .  42.00 

•  35.01 

•Candy 

:  784  lbs. 

»  Rupee 

:  427.00 

:  16.43 

.        ti  < 

■  it 

'•  527.00 

:  20.28 

ti 

>  tr 

'  524,00 

:  20.16 

.        11  t 

■  it 

:  620,00 

:  23.86 

»        11  . 

it  1 

:  920.00 

'  35.40 

1 Me trie  ton  ! 

:  2204,6  lbsa  - 

•  Peso 

:  2590.OO 

■  34.98 

'Sp.  quintal  ' 

:  101.4  lbs,  : 

Sol  : 

168 „ 00 

•  25.49 

.        it  < 

11  . 

(not  quoted) 

JArroba  > 

:  33.07  lbs.  : 

Cruzeiro' 

110,00  : 

'  18.10 

.       11  < 

r                       tl  < 

110.00  : 

18,10 

1       H  : 

II  . 

153.50  ! 

25.25 

2Sp.  quintal  ' 

S  101 A  lbs.  i 

Peso  • 

131.25  : 

26.63 

Compiled  from  weekly  cables  from  representatives  abroad. 

GRAINS,  GRAIN  PRODUCTS  AND  FEEDS 
(Continued  from  Page  79) 

GRAIN  HARVEST  DIFFICULTIES 
IN  THE  SOVIET  UNION 

The  Soviet  press  recently  critized  a  number  of  regions  for  inef- 
ficient harvest  work,  which  has  been  blamed  for  losses  of  grain  and 
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slow  deliveries  of  the  grain  quotas  to  the  state.    Rains  also  interfered 
with  the  harvest  in  some  regions. 

A  special  order  of  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  censured  persons  held 
responsible  for  heavy  grain  losses  in  the  important  Krasnodar  (Kuban) 
province  of  Worth  Caucasus,  while  the  harvest  work  in  the  Ukraine  came 
in  for  a  severe  criticism  in  a  leading  editorial  in  the  Moscow  newspaper 
PRAVDA,  of  July  26th.    The  article  stated  that  by  July  20th  only  21  per- 
cent of  all  harvested  grain  had  been  threshed,  and  of  the  grain  cut  by 
hand  or  with  horse-drawn  machinery  only  9  percent  had  been  threshed  and 
that  the  Ukraine  was  lagging  considerably  behind  all  other  southern  re- 
gions of  the  country  in  threshing  and  delivery  of  grain  to  the  state. 
Though  some  improvement  occurred  subsequently,  the  progress  of  harvesting 
in  the  Ukraine  was  still  considered  unsatisfactory,  early  in  August  and 
considerable  winter  killing  of  grain  sown  in  the  fall  of  19^6  for  the 
I9U7  harvest,  especially  wheat,  also  had  been  revealed  there.  Harvesting 
difficulties  were  also  reported  from  other  regions. 

It  is  still  believed  that  the  19^7  grain  crop  of  the  Soviet  Union 
will  be  above  the  poor  crops  of  the  preceding  two  years.    However,  the 
acreage,  despite  an  increase  in  19^7,  is  considerably  below  prewar,  es- 
pecially for  wheat,  and  the  barn  yields  per  acre  for  the  country  as  a 
whole  will  probably  be  below  the  better  prewar  years,  with  the  result 
that  the  out-turn  of  grain  cannot  be  expected  to  reach  prewar  propor- 
tions.   Despite  this,  and  the  difficult  food  situation,  it  is  antici- 
pated that  the  Soviet  Union,  which  had  moderate  grain  exports  in  good 
prewar  crop  years  may  again  become  a  factor  in  the  international  grain 
market . 

In  1937-38,  following  a  record  crop,  the  Soviet  Union  exported 
1*3,00  ,000  bushels  of  wheat  and  a  little  over  1,900,000  short  tons  of 
all  grains,  including  wheat.    On  the  average,  during  the  5  years  1933-3^- 
to  1937-38,  Soviet  wheat  exports  amounted  to '23,000,000  bushels  and  a 
little  over  1,300,000  short  tons  of  all  grains. 

TOBACCO 

(Continued  from  Page  76)  , 

Southern  Rhodesia,  a  crop  of  60  million  pounds  is  forecast  and  for 
Nyasaland,  27  aillion.    The  Union  of  South  Africa,  which  is  not  a  tobac- 
co exporter,  may  have  about  the  same  acreage  as  in  19^6.    Algeria  may 
produce  a  19^7  crop  about  equal  to  last  year's.    Production  in  the  less- 
important  producing  countries  --  Northern  Rhodesia  and  Tunisia  is  ex- 
pected to  vary  little  from  I9I+6.    For  all  Africa,  a  total  production  of 
180  million  povinds  is  forecast.    This  represents  an  increase  of  hh  per- 
cent above  the  prewar  level. 
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Oceania;    The  19^7  to"bacco  production  in  Australia  and  New  Zealand 
will  show  slight  increases  over  the  19^6  crops.    Both,  however,  mist  sup- 
plement their  domestic  supplies  with  considerable  quantities  of  foreign- 
grown  leaf  to  meet  domestic  consumption  requirements. 


This  is  one  of  a  series  of  regularly  scheduled  reports  on  world  agri- 
cultural prospects  approved  by  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Eelations 
Committee  on  Foreign  Crops  and  Livestock  Statistics.    For  this  report  the 
Committee  was  composed  of  Joseph  A.  Becker,  Chairman,  Hugh  W,  Taylor, 
Franklin  S.  Everts,  and  C.  M.  Purves. 

FRUITS,  NUTS  AND  VEGETABLES 
(Continued  from  Page  78) 

TURKISH  FILBERT 
FORECAST  LOWER 

The  19^7  preliminary  forecast  of  filbert  production  in  Turkey  is 
56,900  short  tons  unshelled  basis  compared  with  81,300  tons  in  19^+6  (re- 
vised) and  33,000  tons  in  19  U5.    The  forecast  is  15^  above  the  5  year 
(19^1-^5)  average  of  49,600  tons  and  7$  above  the  10  year  (1936-45)  av- 
erage of  53,200  tons. 

Growing  conditions  have  been  generally  good;ho\;rever,  the  crop  fol- 
lowed a  near  record  one  and  could  be  expected  to  be  smaller.    While  it  is 
still  too  early,  growers  generally  feel  that  quality  will  be  fair. 

As  the  new  crop  harvest  approaches  the  best  available  information 
indicates  stocks  of  shelled  filbert  on  hand  do  not  exceed  ^00  short  tons , 
The  large  crop  of  19^-6  was  disposed  of  in  a  manner  considered  reminiscent 
of  prewar  years  though  many  of  the  principal  foreign  markets  were  still 
not  open  to  Turkish  filberts.    The  devaluation  of  the  Turkish  currency  in 
September  19^-6  resulted  in  brisk  foreign  buying  on  the  part  of  foreign 
countries.     The  United  States,  Switzerland,  Belgium,  the  Netherlands  and 
United  Kingdom  were  the  principal  buyers. 

The  first  lots  of  new  crop  filberts  are  expected  to  arrive  in  Istanbul 
during  the  middle  of  August.    The  Union  of  Filbert  Exporters  have  tenta- 
tively fixed  opening  export  prices  at  $75.00  per  220  lbs.  for  "Standard 
Quality"  and  $70  for  regular  run  quality  shelled  nuts  f .o,b,  Turkish  ports. 
The  comparable  prices  for  last  year  were  $80  and  $6o„    This  year:s  prices 
are  explained  by  a  desire  to  export  more  standard  and  less  regular  run  nuts. 
It  is  intersting  to  note  that  constant  rumors  of  a  possible  devaluation 
of  the  Pound  Sterling  have  had  the  effect  of  exporters  refusing  to  quote 
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prices  to  countries  in  the  Sterling  "block.    The  official  export  price 
however  has  "been  fixed  at  $696.00  per  ton  of  2200  lbs. 

Exporters  on  the  whole  are  optimistic  about  the  1947-48  marketing 
season  and  anticipate  no  difficulty  in  disposing  of  the  entire  crop  be- 
fore the  end  of  the  season.    At  this  time  strong  demand  for  new  crop  nuts 
has  already  appeared  from  Switzerland,  Belgium,  and  a  few  other  smaller 
buyers  of  filberts. 

I 

UNITED  STATES:    Imports  for  consumption  of  shelled  and  unshelled  filberts 
from  specified  countries,  1946-47,  with  comparisons 


Year  a/ 

j  Italy 

•  • 

;      Spain  ' 

•  • 

Turkey 

:  Other 
•  countries 

• 

\  Total 

 — 1 — 

-  Short  tons 

QPJn  1  rl  ubxJ 

Average  - 

1941 - 1945 

30 

TCI 

351 

1,455 

3d 

l,ool 

1930- 1945 

133 

220 

1,029 

47 

1,429 

Annual  - 

1941 -42 

0 

0 

27 

0 

27 

1942-43 

0 

0 

27 

0 

P7 

1943-44 

0 

559 

17 

0  • 

576 

1944-45 

0 

1,191 

2,989 

0 

4,180 

1945-46 

178 

6 

4,231 

180 

4,595 

1946-47  b/ 

132 

1 

4,708 

5 

4,846 

UNSHELLED 

Average  - 

1941-1945 

72 

48 

2 

0 

122 

1936-1945 

439 

26 

1 

1 

467 

Annual  - 

1941-42 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1942-43 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1943-44 

0 

6 

0 

0 

6 

1944-45 

0 

16 

0 

0 

16 

I945-46 

361 

220 

8 

0 

589 

I946-47  b/ 

1,595 

69 

0 

0 

1,664 

Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census, 
a/  Crop-year  basis,  September-August, 
b/  Ten  months,  September  1946-June  1947. 


